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October 27, 2024 

“Legalism ” - #2 in the series You Belong: The Great Invitation of the Gospel
                        
Texts Referenced (NIV): Luke 15:25-32, Matthew 23:13


1. What stood out to you about the message?

2. Consider the following definition of legalism: “the strict, literal, or excessive conformity to the law or a religious or moral code.”
· What are some examples of legalism you’ve encountered in your faith journey?
· Why do some faith communities embrace legalism while others do not, with each claiming to be correct in their interpretations of what it means to follow Jesus?

3. Read Luke 15: 25-30.
The older brother was angry - his sense of fairness wounded  - when he learned his wayward younger brother was being celebrated upon his return home.
· In what ways does the older brother’s defense serve as a powerful message for the Pharisees listening to Jesus? To us?
· How does fairness reinforce or challenge a legalistic approach to our faith?

4. Read Luke 15: 31-32.
The father’s response to his older son is like a mirror reflecting God’s love for all his children - those who break the rules and those who follow them.
· How do you respond to the idea that this parable is about two prodigal sons - one who became lost in his poor choices and the other who was lost “in the weeds” of legalism?
·  Why, for some, does it seem easier to trust in legalism rather than grace when it comes to faith? 

 5. Read Matthew 23:13.
· How do we knowingly or unknowingly make people feel they don’t belong in a community of faith?
· How can we ensure that Hope is a place where all feel like they belong?  
 
    6.  How can we pray for you?
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